Generous Offer or Occupation?

Barak’s Offer at Camp David

Data in this document are based on the maps
Barak showed Arafat in December 2000 and
generally termed "Barak's Generous Offer." No
maps were offered concerning Gaza -- one
more reason for Palestinian rejection.

Gaza

Strip The Historic Compromise

When the Palestinians signed the Oslo
Agreement in 1993, they agreed to accept
Israel this 22% for a Palestinian state and
recognize Israel within the remaining 78%
of the historic Palestinian homeland.

West Bank
Palestinian control: 100%

Conceding 78% of the land was a huge
Palestinian compromise, but one not
‘generous’ enough for Barak. In his
talks with the Palestinians, it became
clear that he wanted more...

Settlement Blocs

Barak proposed that 69 illegal Israeli settlements, populated by 85% of
the West Bank's settlers, would be annexed as blocs to Israel.
Palestinians would thus be expected to relinquish another 10% of their

22%.

Settlement Blocs
Palestinian control: 90%\

The settlement blocs intrude into the existing road net-
work that links the main Palestinian population areas,
and would severely disrupt any aspect of daily life in
the West Bank that required travel.

However, the settlement blocs, and virtually all the

land around and inside Jerusalem, were not enough...
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Zones of
“temporary”
Israeli
control

“Temporary Israeli control”

“Temporary Israeli control” was a concept unique to the Oslo talks. It
suggested that a foreign power, Israel, would control the sovereign land
of another nation, Palestine, for an indefinite time.

These areas - yet another 10% of the 22% - contain many settlements
populated by the most extreme Jewish religious zealots. Gush
Shalom, the Israeli “Peace Bloc”, said this would make it highly
unlikely that Israel would evacuate them "[even] in 50 years' time.”

The remaining areas, although appearing to be territorially
continuous, would in fact be further broken up by Israeli bypass
roads and checkpoints. Finally, in Barak’s plan - which left the
Palestinians able only to tortuously navigate 17.6% of their
historic homeland - they were further expected to relinquish Palestinian
control of the land most essential for their trade and .

X ] control: 80%
tourism development, and for the absorption of refugees.

No nation in the world would accept this as a "peace-
time" solution. This impossible offer, Barak's imperious
attitude, the ongoing massive construction in the
settlements, and Sharon's provocation - all these
contributed to the inevitable explosion.

At the Taba conference in January, 2001, Barak presented a much-improved
map of the West Bank, which the Palestinians accepted as a basis for
negotiation. However, only a month later both Barak and his newly

elected successor, Ariel Sharon, repudiated the Taba offer.

Settlements Stay, Water Rights Go

Important details not shown in these maps include Israel’s proposals to
seize most of the water rights of Palestine, and its plans to maintain
individual settlements within the borders of Palestine.

The "generous offer” was a fig leaf used by President Clinton and

Prime Minister Barak to blame Arafat for the failure of Camp The

David and conceal the true nature of the secret talks. Had Result
Arafat agreed to these arrangements, the Palestinians would Proposed
have permanently locked in place many of the worst aspects at Camp David

of the very occupation they were trying to bring to an end.
For at Camp David, Israel also demanded that Arafat sign
an "end-of-conflict” agreement stating that the decades-
old war between Israel and the Palestinians was over

and waiving all further claims against Israel.

Was This Really A Generous Offer?

www.vtjp.org Vermonters for a Just Peace in Palestine/Israel www.vtjp.org  page 2



http://www.vtjp.org/
http://www.vtjp.org/

The Situation Today: Israel's Occupation Keeps 3 Million Palestinians Under Siege

Under Israeli occupation, Palestinians

have been granted control over only 18%

of the West Bank (Area A). Even this area The WeSt Ban k, 2002

is subject to repeated curfews, closure, P j
and military occupation. ] vl e

In Area B, which comprises 22% of the
West Bank, Israel maintains ‘security
control’ while allowing partial
Palestinian civil control.

The remaining 60% of the West
Bank (Area C), which includes most
Palestinian farmland, orchards,
roads, aquifers, and some towns,
is under full Israeli control.

More than 200 individual Israeli |
settlements have been built on
Palestinian lands since 1967.

i

Map Key: Blue, beige, green and black areas
have been expropriated by Israel
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. Military Base
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Checkpoints and Curfews

Travel is severely restricted for Pales-
tinians, who are often forced to wait for
hours at Israeli military checkpoints,
unable even to get to the hospital.

The Israeli army often enforces strict
night and day curfews on Palestinian
cities, sometimes for months at a time.
Civilians outside their homes during
curfew can be shot on sight.

10 miles
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The Israeli Occupation: A Violation UN Resolutions, Human Rights and International Law

The settler population has doubled since the Oslo peace process began in 1993
- 400,000 settlers in West Bank, Gaza, and Jerusalem

- 2,850 Palestinian homes demolished

- 10,000 Palestinians homeless

Palestinians are confined to enclaves
- West Bank carved into 200 disconnected islands
- Separated by Israeli settlements, highways, checkpoints

250 miles of Israeli bypass highways

- Free movement for Israeli settlers and soldiers

- Highways that are 3 football fields wide, with fenced-in margins
- Barriers to Palestinian movement, city growth

- Can be closed to Palestinian traffic indefinitely

Palestinian land expropriated and agriculture destroyed
- 72% of the West Bank declared Israeli "state land”

- 50,000 acres seized

- 150,000 olive and fruit trees uprooted

"Closure” imposed on occupied territories

- No Palestinian crossing between Gaza and West Bank

- Families separated, access to schools and employment severely restricted

- Jerusalem off-limits to most Palestinians

- Unemployment rate 50% in the West Bank, 80% in Gaza

- Closure has brought impoverishment: Palestinian per capita income down by 75% since 1993

"Greater Jerusalem" expansion plan

- Israel controls the economic heart of the West Bank
- Renders a Palestinian state non-viable

- Palestinian sections lack city services

- All growth constrained, house demolitions ongoing

“These restrictions severely impair not only the right of freedom of movement, but also other
human rights [including] the right to work and make a living, the right to proper medical treatment,
the right to education, and the right to maintain family life. These restrictions...are one of the
primary reasons for the increased distress and despair in the Occupied Territories."

Israeli human rights group B'tselem, May, 2001

"Resettlement of the Israeli population in occupied territories, including East Jerusalem, is illegal
under the Fourth Geneva Convention."
U.S. Ambassador William Scranton, New York Times, March 25, 1976

Pages 1 and 2 adapted from Barak's Generous Offers by Gush Shalom, http://www.gush-shalom.org/media/barak_ eng.swf. Pages
3 and 4 adapted from A Most UnGenerous Offer by Jeff Halper, The Link, Americans for Middle East Understanding, Volume 35,
Issue 4, September-October, 2002, http://www.ameu.org/archives.asp. Map details adapted from Jewish Settlements in the West
Bank by Eyal Weizman, http://www.opendemocracy.net/forum/document_details.asp?CatlD=127&DocID=1380
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